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    The Republican period deserves special attention in terms of the history of
Chinese ethical thoughts. It is both a period of transformation and transition from
tradition to modernization. In this period, it is very remarkable that there is an
important mutual influence between the ethical thoughts and the social
development. The evolution of ethical thoughts that rooted in the reality of social
changes have played an important role in the modern transformation of Chinese
ethical culture as well as the modern transformation of Chinese society.
   During the period of Republic of China, the change of ethical thoughts was
carried out under the background of the grave national crisis and the moral crisis.
The transformation of traditional ethics in modern times has always encompassed
the issues of saving the nation in peril and committing to the national
revitalization. The conflict and integration of Chinese and Western Ethics under
the influence of Western Learning and the moral consciousness of the intellectual
elite of the double concerns of salvation and enlightenment promoted the
development of ethical thoughts during the period of Republic of China.
   In this period, with the gradual formation of China’s modern discipline system,
the discipline of ethics separated from the traditional academic, with the
development of the academic study of the western theory of ethics, the modern
ethics discipline system that based on the western ethics discipline paradigm has
come into shape. The main signs of the modern ethics discipline system include:
the connotation and boundary of modern ethics be determined, the formation of
the terminology system of modern ethics, the modern ethics courses be set in
generally colleges and universities, a considerable number of works and modern
ethics textbooks were published, the formation of modern ethics teaching and
research group and the creation of academic journals, and the subject group of













   During the period of Republic of China, the modern morality was introduced
mainly by the intellectual elite who had studied abroad, they translated and
introduced the ideas of freedom and equality, the concept of philanthropy, the
utilitarianism, and the citizen’s morality. They introduced the modern moral
concept aims to transformed the traditional ethics system and changed the
traditional society.
   Based on the needs of saving the nation, Modern Enlightenment thinkers
criticized the Confucian patriarchal collectivism by way of freedom, democracy,
equality, human rights and other modern ideas of value, and tried to instill new
meaning to the traditional era of collectivism. The Marxist collectivism inherited
and developed the Chinese traditional collectivism and explored the new
implication. The new-type collectivism put forward by the Communist Party of
China was beyond the Confucian patriarchal collectivism and was endowed with
the values of the new time. The new values become the basic moral principles of
the Communist Party of China and its leadership of the revolutionary ranks and
base construction. Moreover, they play an important role in the cohesion of the
people in the survival of the nation.
   Under the tremendous impact of Western modernity, the Neo-Confucianism
attempted to open the modern transformation of Confucianism by “Returning then
blazing a new trail”, and established the three dimensions of the modern
transformation of Confucianism: Developing the Science and Democracy from the
doctrine of “hsin-hsin”. In view of Justice and Interests, they advocated a
transformation from “Noble righteousness ” to “the unification of righteousness
and benefit”. In view of the group and individual, they advocated a transformation
from “opposition of the group” to “harmony of the group and individual”. Based on
the dominant position of the Confucian ethics, they absorbed and digested the
western morality of modernity. They trying to break through the dilemma brought













transcendence of “Modernity” of the west.
   In a word, the evolution of ethical thoughts in the Republic of China not only
created modern ethics discipline system and established the cultural path of the
modern transformation of traditional ethics, but also provided moral supports and
ideological resources for fulfilling the mission of salvation as well as establishing
the democratic republic system, which is aimed to promote the modern
transformation of Chinese society. However, the modern transformation of ethical
culture has not been completely achieved. Therefore, it inherits the past and
usher in the future, embodying the “nexus” characteristics of ethical thoughts in
this period.
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